The great lines of character are the lines of the Zygomatic muscle, coming from above, and of the triangular muscle, coming from the chin, and the moving point towards which they all act, is the corner of the mouth.
In cheerful emotions they all rise towards the eye, which becomes full and distended.
In the depressing passions the features sink, the eye is languid, and the whole countenance has a serious, thoughtful cast ; still the corner of the mouth is the central point of all these changes.
The corners of the mouth are continually supported by the action of the Zygomatic muscles.
They are raised in smiling so as to form the dimple ; in laughter still higher, so as to swell the cheek, wrinkle the eyelids, and compress the eyes until the tears begin to flow. The corner of the mouth that is thus raised in laughter, is distorted in pride and drawn backward in rage, drops lower in grief, and in palsy falls quite down.
These various movements around the angle of the mouth are the chief indications of passion in the face,*requiring careful observation for their full comprehension, and it must have already become apparent that this knowledge is of equally vital importance to him who would succeed in the art of Dentistry, as in the arts of sculpture and painting.
The "consummation of excellence is not attained until the artist has so mastered the rules that guide his practice that, in the execution of his work, he conceals all evidence of labor. It is this rare attainment, the art of concealing art, that leads to the erroneous belief in the inspiration of genius, that not ojily furnishes ideas to the gifted, but the mechanism essential to their right expression."
Herein is Dentistry a fine art; an '4 ideal art" in its full signification.
In the loss of the teeth, the absorption of the processes and the wasting away of the muscles and tissues as we have seen, the greatest possible detriment is caused to the expression of the human countenance.
The complete restoration of this feature, with all its power of expression, by art; art so consummate in the selection, arrangement and adaptation of its means as to defy detection, is the crowning glory of Dentistry as an art.
(To be continued.)
